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men and women in blue continues to
inspire us all.

——————

BIKE TO WORK ACT

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, this
week, along with Congressman CROW-
LEY, we reintroduced the Bike to Work
Act. As an avid biker myself, I am
thrilled to bring forth an initiative
that encourages more biking. This is
fitting, given that today is National
Bike to Work Day.

This bipartisan legislation we have
introduced will allow workers to use
their pretax commuter benefits for
bikeshare programs, just as they al-
ready can do for other forms of trans-
portation.

According to one report, from 2000 to
2013, the number of bicycle commuters
grew by more than 62 percent. As these
programs grow, putting them on equal
footing with other modes of transpor-
tation that commuters use to get to
and from work is important.

Bikesharing is very popular in Min-
nesota, and through this initiative, we
can ensure that more Americans have
the opportunity to get to work with
more flexibility and more convenience.

—————

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, this is a
special week in the United States, here
in our Capital, and across the country.
This is National Police Week, and so I
rise to honor our men and women in
service across our country who wear
the uniform every day: our first re-
sponders who are police officers who
rush to trouble, as opposed to running
from, and who put themselves in
harm’s way to keep us safe. Every day,
they get up and keep our families safe
and our communities safe. They are
our heroes.

So this week, Mr. Speaker, Congress
has welcomed many of these policemen
and -women and their families to D.C.
to recognize them for their heroism
and to remember those whom we have
lost.

In Kansas, we are all too aware of the
sacrifices that law enforcement makes
to keep us safe. Brad Lancaster, Dave
Melton, and Brandon Collins all made
the ultimate sacrifice over the last
year in my district alone, and they are
on my mind this week and each and
every day along with the other fallen
officers across our country.

Mr. Speaker, let us never forget the
selflessness and bravery of police offi-
cers around the country who work tire-
lessly each and every day to enforce
our laws, protect our communities, and
save lives.
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ADJOURNMENT FROM  FRIDAY,
MAY 19, 2017, TO MONDAY, MAY
22, 2017

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, May 22, 2017, when it
shall convene at noon for morning-hour
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————
HONORING KBTX-TV

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. FLORES) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks made during
this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize KBTX-TV, who, on
May 22, will be celebrating 60 years of
service in the Brazos Valley of Texas.

In 1957, KBTX began broadcasting
from a four-room brick studio on East
29th Street in Bryan, Texas. Today, the
studio is still located at the same loca-
tion, but just like the surrounding
area, it has grown immensely.

Starting out, KBTX was both a CBS
and an ABC affiliate. In 1984, they be-
came a CBS affiliate exclusively. The
station prides itself on its commitment
and dedication to responsible reporting
and community involvement. Fit-
tingly, the station’s slogan is ‘‘The
People You Know, The News You
Trust.”

KBTX has set the standard for tele-
vision and news in the Brazos Valley.
They were the first television station
in the Brazos Valley, and over the past
60 years, they have had many more im-
pressive firsts in the Brazos Valley, in-
cluding the following:

The first television station capable of
color transmission and the use of vid-
eotape;

The first television station to use
color news film;

The first to cover live sports, news,
and weather, as well as community
events using remote, live trucks with
cameras and out-of-studio editing ca-
pabilities;

The first television station with
Doppler radar;

The first 24-hour television station;
and

The first commercial television sta-
tion to broadcast in high-definition tel-
evision.

The KBTX news and creative services
teams have also received many pres-
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tigious awards, which include the fol-
lowing: multiple Lone Star Emmys;
multiple Telly Awards; multiple Texas
Associated Press Broadcasters Awards,
including the 2013 TAPB Overall Excel-
lence in Television Award; multiple
ADDY Awards; and the Edward R. Mur-
row Award in 2013.

I would like to congratulate KBTX-
TV on all of their achievements and for
their 60 years of service to the Brazos
Valley. It is an honor for me to rep-
resent in Congress such a great team
and a pillar for our community.

As I close these remarks, I ask every-
one to continue praying for our coun-
try, our military, and our first re-
sponders who selflessly serve and sac-
rifice to protect us.

HONORING J.B. OWEN, JR.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to honor J.B. Owen, Jr., of
Woodway, Texas, who passed away on
March 5, 2017.

J.B. was born in Mathis, Texas, on
November 19, 1928. He attended grade
school in this small community with
just three other students. Upon gradua-
tion from Mathis High School, J.B.
went to Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity in San Marcos, where he would go
on to earn a bachelor of business ad-
ministration in general business.

He began his career by teaching busi-
ness classes in Dilley, Texas, before a
diagnosis of tuberculosis landed him in
the hospital for 15 months. Thankfully,
J.B. made a full recovery and set out to
become an insurance agent with Texas
Farm Bureau Insurance Company. J.B.
was an exemplary leader at Farm Bu-
reau for 41 years before his retirement
in 1992.

In 1965, J.B. married Lillian Holley
Rector, known as Lil, a Georgia peach
he met on a blind date with the help of
a coworker. In their 50-plus years of
marriage, Lil and J.B. raised three
children—Richard, Holley, and J.B. III.
They were blessed with nine grand-
children, including triplets, who were
born in 2001.

Along with Dbeing loving grand-
parents, J.B. and Lil enjoyed traveling,
both in Texas and beyond.

J.B. is recognized as an exemplary
steward for the greater Waco commu-
nity. He was an active volunteer and
community member, serving on the
Planning and Zoning Commission and
the Community Development Board.
He also served as an elder at Highland
Baptist Church and taught Sunday
school for 35 years.

J.B. served as the president of the
Northwest Waco Rotary Club, presi-
dent of the Harlingen PTA, and as
president of Kids & Co., a childcare
center. He was also a member of Gid-
eons International, a Christian busi-
ness association.

Mr. Speaker, J.B. Owen worked tire-
lessly to better our central Texas and
Waco communities. He is loved by his
city and certainly left an enduring im-
pression on central Texas. He will be
forever remembered as a great philan-
thropist, community member, husband,
father, grandfather, and friend.
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My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the Owen
family. We also lift up his wife, Lil, and
family and friends of J.B. Owen, Jr., in
our prayers.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the United States
Capitol to honor the life and legacy of
J.B. Owen, Jr.

As I close these remarks, I urge all
Americans to continue praying for our
country during these difficult times,
for our military men and women, and
for our first responders who protect us
here at home.

[ 1300

HONORING BOB J. SUROVIK

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor Bob J. Surovik of Bryan,
Texas, who passed away on February 7,
2017.

Bob was born in Glen Rose, Texas, on
October 27, 1936. In 1954, he graduated
from Mount Pleasant High School and
went on to Texas A&M University, an
institution he cherished for the rest of
his life. At Texas A&M, Bob was active
in the student body as the president of
the Student Senate and in the Singing
Cadets. He also served in the Town
Hall, the Prelaw Society, the Account-
ing Society, and the Memorial Student
Leadership Council.

He was named as a “Who’s Who
Among Students in American Colleges
and Universities.

After graduation from Texas A&M in
1958 with a degree in business adminis-
tration, he married the love of his life,
Elaine Maedgen. Later that year, he
and Elaine moved to Austin, where Bob
pursued a law degree, and Elaine pur-
sued a bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Texas. Bob earned his law de-
gree in 1961, and Elaine earned her un-
dergraduate degree in 1960.

Upon graduation from Ilaw school,
Bob joined the United States Army.
While serving his country, he was
awarded the Army Commendation
Medal for meritorious service.

He began his legal career in 1963,
starting out with the McMahon Law
Firm. In 1973, Bob was named as the
State Junior Bar Outstanding Young
Lawyer of the Year and was admitted
and qualified as an attorney and coun-
selor of the Supreme Court of the
United States. He would go on to be-
come president of McMahon, Surovik,
Suttle, P.C., where he practiced for 50
years.

Bob was an exceptional steward for
Texas A&M in the Abilene community.
He was the president of the Abilene
A&M Club, a member of the Texas
Aggie Bar Association. He was an avid
Fightin’ Texas Aggie football fan and
attended almost all home games at
Kyle Field.

In 2011, Texas A&M named him Aggie
Lawyer of the Year and in 2012 named
him as a Distinguished Alumnus, the
highest award that can be given to a
former student of Texas A&M Univer-
sity.

In Abilene, Bob was known for his
community service, coaching Little
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League baseball, serving as a director
of the chamber of commerce, president
of the Abilene Bar Association, and
chairman of the Community Founda-
tion. He was also an active parishioner
at St. Paul United Methodist Church,
where his favorite activity was teach-
ing Sunday school to the kindergarten
class, which he did for 15 years.

Mr. Speaker, Bob Surovik worked
tirelessly to better the Abilene and
Texas A&M communities and to help
those around him. He is loved in these
places, and he left an enduring impres-
sion on countless Texans. He will be
forever remembered as a great philan-
thropist, community member, husband,
father, and friend.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the
Surovik family. We also lift up the
family and friends of Bob Surovik in
our prayers.

I request that a United States flag be
flown over the United States Capitol to
honor the life and legacy of Bob
Surovik.

As I close these remarks, I urge all
Americans to continue to pray for our
country during these difficult times
and for our military men and women
who sacrifice to protect us.

HONORING ELWYN L. BASS

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a person who is very
special to my family and me. Today I
am celebrating the life and legacy of
my father-in-law, Mr. Elwyn L. Bass.
Mr. Bass was more commonly known
as Sam to his friends, and he passed
away on April 26, 2017.

Sam was born in Vealmoor, Texas, on
January 26, 1934. At the young age of
16, he graduated from Ackerly High
School. Upon graduation from Ackerly,
Sam married a beautiful young woman,
Johnette Carr, and went on to attend
Baylor University in Waco. While at
Baylor, he joined the United States
Army.

After finishing his service in the
Army and following his graduation
from Baylor, Sam devoted his career to
public education. He began that career
by serving as a teacher and principal at
Dawson High School. He later served as
superintendent for Grady ISD in west
Texas, followed by service as super-
intendent for Follett ISD, a small town
in the Texas Panhandle. His next posi-
tion was superintendent of schools at
Stratford Independent School District
in my hometown of Stratford, a Texas
community in the northwest part of
the panhandle.

In 1990, Sam retired after 35 years of
service to the Texas public school sys-
tem. At that time, he was so beloved
by the Stratford community that our
local sports stadium was named E. L.
“Sam’ Bass Stadium in his honor.

At the beginning of his retirement,
he moved to east Texas and lived in a
home that he constructed with his own
hands and with a little help from
friends and family.

Sam suffered a loss in 1992 when
Johnette, his beloved wife of 42 years,
passed away.
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In 1994, he married Jo Anna Morton.
Soon thereafter, he returned to edu-
cation, teaching and coaching basket-
ball for 10 years at Faith Lutheran
School in Sugar Land, Texas.

Sam was known as a generous and
caring man who was active in the com-
munity. He remained active through-
out his life in the churches he at-
tended, serving as a deacon at the First
Baptist Church in Stratford and on the
board at Parkway United Methodist
Church in Sugar Land. Sam was known
for his strong Christian faith and for
his love of old hymns, a few of which he
sang off key. His friends and family
will always remember how he saw the
good in people and his positive outlook
on life.

Mr. Bass’ life reminds me of a pas-
sage from a book, entitled, ‘“The Ap-
plause of Heaven,” written by Max
Lucado. In that book, he has a moving
passage which describes all of our lives.
The passage reads as follows: ‘“You’ll
be home soon. You may not have no-
ticed it, but you are closer to home
than ever before. Each moment is a
step taken. Hach breath is a page
turned. Each day is a mile marked, a
mountain climbed. You are closer to
home than you’ve ever been. Before
you know it, your appointed arrival
time will come; you’ll descend the
ramp and enter the City. You’ll see the
faces that are waiting for you. You’ll
hear your name spoken by those who
love you. And maybe, just maybe—in
the back, behind the crowd—the One
who would rather die than live without
you will remove his nail-pierced hands
from His heavenly robe ... and ap-
plaud.”

Mr. Speaker, Sam Bass worked tire-
lessly for the youth of Texas and to
better the communities around him. He
is loved by his family and friends, of
which there are many.

Sam left an enduring impression on
the lives he touched. He will be forever
remembered as a great educator, com-
munity member, husband, father,
great-grandfather, and friend. I am cer-
tain that when he took his last breath
on Earth, Jesus welcomed him with the
words of Matthew 25:23: ‘“Well done,
good and faithful servant.” His friends
and I will continue to pray for his fam-
ily over the coming days and weeks
ahead.

I recently requested that an Amer-
ican flag be flown over the Capitol to
honor the life and legacy of my father-
in-law, Sam Bass.

Mr. Speaker, as I close today, I urge
all Americans to continue praying for
our country during these difficult
times, for our military men and women
who protect us from external threats,
and for our first responders who pro-
tect us at home.

It is particularly poignant this week
that it is National Police Week, and so
we should recognize those police who
serve us. In 2 weeks, we are going to
celebrate Memorial Day, and it is im-
portant that we recognize our men and
women in uniform of the United States
military.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
THE WEEK IN REVIEW

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUDD). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2017, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for the remainder of the
hour as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from College Station for the
profound tribute to a great man, great
people.

It has been an interesting week. Our
President is headed for the Middle
East, and it has gotten rather vitriolic,
condemnation of our President for fir-
ing the FBI Director.

The FBI Director is supposed to be
more concerned with law enforcement
than with press conferences. Since he
is not elected, his job is not to go out
and appear to be, politically, a sub-
stitute and, particularly, not to help
one party over another.

It seemed that under Director
Comey’s tenuous head of the FBI—I
was thrilled when he replaced Mueller.
Mueller did a lot of damage to the FBI
with his 5-year up-or-out policy, where
anyone in a supervisory position for 5
years anywhere outside of Washington,
at the end of the 5 years, had to either
leave the FBI or come to Washington
and be a minion up here for the Direc-
tor.

We lost thousands and thousands of
years of valuable FBI experience under
Director Mueller. In fact, no one has
done more damage to the rank and file
of our outstanding FBI agents than Di-
rector Mueller. I keep hearing all these
glowing things. Well, he did a lot of
damage.

Plus, under his time as FBI Director,
Mueller had the training material that
would help FBI employees and agents
understand more about radical Islam.

The FBI, in the 1990s, had done an
outstanding job of gathering informa-
tion about radical Islam, of groups like
the Holy Land Foundation, individuals
associated with supporting terrorism.
After the 1993 attempt to bomb the
World Trade Center, he did a good job
gathering evidence for that trial. By
the time Director Mueller came along
under President George W. Bush, they
had gotten pretty good at figuring out
what radical Islam was.

Kim Jensen, with the FBI, had a 700-
page program to train FBI agents on
what radical Islam was, how you go
about spotting people that had been
radicalized, the things they believe, un-
derstanding which scriptures in the
Koran they focused on. It really helped
FBI agents figure out how to stop rad-
ical Islam.

But the reason the FBI took so much
criticism after so many people across
America have been Kkilled needlessly
from people who were on the FBI radar
is because, under Bob Mueller, the FBI
agents were not allowed to know how
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to spot radical Islam, and, in fact, they
could hurt their career if they at-
tempted to point out that someone had
been radicalized.

So that is why, when Russia told the
United States twice—once, directly
told the FBI, as I understand it—that
the older Tsarnaev brother had been
radicalized and where he had traveled
and where he had been radicalized over
in the former Soviet Union area, the
FBI, the best we can find out from the
public hearings we had, apparently,
under Mueller, they sent somebody to
ask Tsarnaev if he was a radical ter-
rorist, and he assured them he wasn’t.
And they sent somebody to ask
Tsarnaev’s mother, and she, in essence,
said, ‘““No, he is a good boy; he is not a
terrorist,” and that was their inves-
tigation.

I challenged Mueller: You didn’t even
go to the mosques, the main Boston
mosque where these guys attended to
see and investigate whether they had
been radicalized.
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He refuted that. He said we did go to
those mosques, but then he added: “‘In
our outreach program.”’

It turns out, as he admitted, he did
not even know that the Boston mosque
where the Tsarnaev radicalization was
heightened was started by a man
named Alamoudi. Alamoudi helped the
Clinton administration back before
they started making so much money
on who they were. But the Clinton ad-
ministration used Alamoudi to help
them find the perfect Muslims to be
chaplains at prisons, the perfect Mus-
lims to help advise the government,
the perfect Muslims to plug in to help
our United States Government.

And it is what I have asked more
than once and have gotten no answer:
Who was it that encouraged or placed
Huma Abedin Weiner next to Hillary
Clinton as an intern in 1996? Who was it
that put her in that position next to
the First Lady, where she grew from
being intern to being helper and ulti-
mately her number one closest adviser
as secretary of state?

Had Hillary Clinton been elected
President, she would have been the
foremost closest adviser to the Presi-
dent of the United States with some
strong direct ties from her family to
the Muslim Brotherhood.

In fact, Osama bin Laden had indi-
cated that a couple of things that
radicalized him, made him want to kill
people like Americans for being
infidels, was a booklet written by an
Egyptian Muslim  brother named
Qutb—Q-u-t-b—-called ‘‘Milestones.” He
also gave great credit to a guy named
Naseef, who was head of a number of
Muslim activities—still is. But he had
a journal that was a favorite publica-
tion of the Muslim Brotherhood.

And come to find out that, gee, back
when she was working for Hillary Clin-
ton, Huma Abedin was listed on the
masthead as being a part of that publi-
cation, contributing to being part of
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that publication, along with, at dif-
ferent times, one or two other family
members. That is the journal that
Naseef started for the Muslim group.

Quite interesting, the ties that she
had. Some of us asked for the inspector
general—all we did was ask five dif-
ferent inspectors general and five dif-
ferent departments or agencies if they
would investigate the extent of Muslim
brother influence in their particular
department or agency, and one was the
State Department. There is not one
single thing that we put in any of those
five letters that was inaccurate. They
were all factually correct. But there
was a firestorm. JOHN MCCAIN rushed
to the Senate floor to condemn us. We
were right about everything we put in
those letters. We are still right.

Bob Mueller did a lot of damage to
our ability—as one of our agents told
me, we have been blinded of our ability
to see who our enemy is.

In recent days, since Director Comey
was fired by the President—which he
totally has the authority to do for any
reason or for no reason—there have
been all these glowing comments by
my Democratic friends in the House
and Senate condemning the firing of
Comey. President Trump has been
vilified even for commenting today and
yesterday that he thought when he
fired Comey he would have wide bipar-
tisan support. Because he had heard so
many comments, he thought that
would be widely appreciated on both
sides of the aisle, because clearly the
FBI had become about Comey and not
about law enforcement.

It certainly seemed inappropriate,
what he said last summer, when basi-
cally he laid out the case of how Hil-
lary Clinton had committed a Federal
crime that did not require intent, but
then he added an element to the of-
fense that Congress didn’t add, that is
not part of the law, of specific intent.
Didn’t exist. Not necessary to prove. It
hadn’t been proved in other cases
where we have got people that have
been put in the penitentiary for a lot
less than what Hillary Clinton did. But
he exonerated her. No prosecutor in his
right mind would prosecute this case,
when, actually, there are a lot of pros-
ecutors who would have prosecuted
that case if they were not so politically
attuned as Mr. Comey was and is.

I thought it would be helpful, Mr.
Speaker, to just go back and revisit
comments from some of our friends
across the aisle about the FBI Director
Comey. In fact, nobody has been more
vocal since Director Comey’s firing
than our friend down the hall, Senator
CHUCK SCHUMER, Democrat from New
York.

I am quoting from my friend CHUCK
SCHUMER. He came out bluntly on No-
vember 2, 2016: “I do not have con-
fidence in him any longer.”’

Published in Bloomberg. So being a
man of his word, we know that as of
November 2, Senator SCHUMER had no
confidence in Director Comey any
longer.
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